Stereotactic multicontact electrodes used to probe the cerebral cortex of a middle aged woman with progressive dementia were previously implicated in the accidental transmission of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) to two younger patients. The diagnoses of CJD have been confirmed for all three cases. More than two years after their last use in humans, after three cleanings and repeated sterilisation in ethanol and formaldehyde vapour, the electrodes were implanted in the cortex of a chimpanzee. Eighteen months later the animal became ill with CJD. This finding serves to re-emphasise the potential danger posed by reuse of instruments contaminated with the agents of spongiform encephalopathies, even after scrupulous attempts to clean them. (7 NeurolNeurosurg Psychiatry 1994;57:757-758) More than 15 years ago, Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) was accidentally transmitted to two young people by stereotactic electroencephalographic (SEEG) exploration with multicontact probe electrodes that had previously been implanted in the brain of a middle aged patient with familial presenile dementia and myoclonic jerks.' The electrodes apparently remained contaminated with the infectious agent of CJD despite attempts to sterilise them with alcohol and formaldehyde vapour. The purpose of this communication is to document that the diagnoses of all three patients have been confirmed by transmission of disease to animals and to describe the transmission of CJD to a chimpanzee by implantation of the same electrodes used in the two iatrogenic cases after sterilisation and storage in formaldehyde vapour for two years after their last use in humans. We failed to transmit disease to another animal, the brain of which was implanted with gold wire electrodes that had been glued to the scalps of the three patients and then cleaned with the same regimen used for the silver electrodes.
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Stereotactic multicontact electrodes used to probe the cerebral cortex of a middle aged woman with progressive dementia were previously implicated in the accidental transmission of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) to two younger patients. The diagnoses of CJD have been confirmed for all three cases. More than two years after their last use in humans, after three cleanings and repeated sterilisation in ethanol and formaldehyde vapour, the electrodes were implanted in the cortex of a chimpanzee. Eighteen months later the animal became ill with CJD. This finding serves to re-emphasise the potential danger posed by reuse of instruments contaminated with the agents of spongiform encephalopathies, even after scrupulous attempts to clean them. More than 15 years ago, Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) was accidentally transmitted to two young people by stereotactic electroencephalographic (SEEG) exploration with multicontact probe electrodes that had previously been implanted in the brain of a middle aged patient with familial presenile dementia and myoclonic jerks.' The electrodes apparently remained contaminated with the infectious agent of CJD despite attempts to sterilise them with alcohol and formaldehyde vapour. Eighteen months after the electrodes were implanted, the chimpanzee showed signs of encephalopathy. Neurological disease became more severe during the next seven weeks.
When the animal was incapacitated it was anesthetised deeply, exsanguinated, and a necropsy examination was carried out. Changes of spongiform encephalopathypronounced vacuolation and proliferation of astrocytes-were found in many areas of the brain.
Several small gold wire electrodes that had been used to map the horizontal extent of epileptic activity on the scalps of each of the patients and cleaned and sterilised in the same manner as the depth electrode were also inoculated through burr holes into the frontal cortex of another chimpanzee. That animal remains well more than 16 years after the procedure (table) 
